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C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

W
e u

se com
p

aratives to com
p

are tw
o th

in
gs or tw

o p
eop

le. 

E
.G
Æ

She is taller than her husband.

In E
nglish, to form

 com
paratives betw

een adjectives it’s necessary to 
know

 the num
ber of syllables w

hich form
 the adjective. 

For instance:

•
"Find" contains one syllable,

•
B

ut "finding" contains tw
o —

find
and ing.



C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

C
om

p
arative of m

ajority:

M
onosyllabic/D

isyllabic adjective:  A
djective –

E
R

 +
 T

H
A

N
 

Polysyllabic adjective : M
ore +

adjective +
 T

H
A

N
 

C
om

p
arative of m

in
ority :

Æ
L

ess +
adjective +

 T
H

A
N

 

C
om

p
arative of eq

u
ality :

Æ
A

s
+

adjective +
 a

s..



C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

•
T

h
e ru

les to form
 com

p
aratives an

d
 su

p
erlatives:

1. O
n

e syllable ad
jective en

d
in

g in
 a silen

t 'e' —
nice

Æ
ad

d
 'r' —

nicer

2. O
n

e syllable ad
jective en

d
in

g in
 on

e vow
el an

d
 on

e con
son

an
t —

big

Æ
th

e con
son

an
t is d

ou
bled

 an
d

 'er' is ad
d

ed
 —

bigger

3. O
n

e syllable ad
jective en

d
in

g in
 m

ore th
an

 on
e con

son
an

t or m
ore th

an
 

a vow
el —

high, cheap

Æ
'er' is ad

d
ed

 —
higher, cheaper



C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

•
4

. A
 tw

o syllab
le ad

jective en
d

in
g in

 'y' —
happy

•
Æ

'y' becom
es 'i' an

d
 'er' is ad

d
ed

 —
happier

•
5. T

w
o syllable or m

ore ad
jectives w

ith
ou

t 'y' at th
e en

d
 —

exciting

•
Æ

m
ore +

 th
e ad

jective +
 th

an
 —

m
ore exciting than

•
E

xam
p

les:

•
The N

ile R
iver is longer

and m
ore fa

m
ou

s th
a

n
 the Tham

es.

•
E

gypt is m
uch hotter

th
a

n
Sw

eden.



C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

M
in

ority com
p

arative

•
There is just one form

 for all adjectives and the structure is as follow
s:

less +
 ad

jective +
 th

an
 

•
E

xam
ple: Football is less interesting than rugby.



C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

E
q

u
ality

com
p

arative

•
To express sim

ilarities, if tw
o things are equal in som

e w
ay, w

e can use a 
com

parison w
ith a

s …
 a

s …
.

•
There is just one form

 for all adjectives and the structure is as follow
s:

•
A

s
+

 adjective +
as

•
E

xam
p

le:She is
a

s
intelligenta

s
her m

other.



C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

•
The com

parisons m
ay involve adjectives (adj) or adverbs (adv) after the first as, 

and noun phrases (np) or clauses after the second as:

•
H

e’s grow
n so m

uch. H
e’s a

s ta
ll a

s his father now
. (adj+

 noun phrase)

•
The team

 is still a
s good

 a
s it w

as five years ago. (adj+
 clause)

•
The second gam

e didn’t go a
s w

ell a
s the first one. (adv

+
 noun phrase)

•
The com

pany is not perform
ing a

s su
ccessfu

lly
 a

s it did w
hen A

rthur C
arling 

w
as the President.(adv

+
 clause)



C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

N
egative form

s

•
W

e can form
 the negative of as …

 as …
 w

ith n
otas …

 as …
, or w

ith n
ot so …

 
as …

 The form
 not as …

 as …
 is m

ore com
m

on:

•
H

e didn
’t

run a
s

fa
st a

s
he did in the E

uropean Cham
pionship.

•
H

e didn
’t

pay a
s

m
u

ch
 tax this year a

s
last year because he earned less.

•
She’s n

ot so sh
y

a
s

she used to be. (less com
m

on)

•
I don

’t
read so m

a
n

y
 n

ovels
now

 a
s

I used to. (less com
m

on)



SU
PERLATIV

ES

•
S

u
p

erlatives are u
sed

 to sh
ow

 th
e d

ifferen
ce betw

een
 m

ore th
an

 
tw

o th
in

gs or m
ore th

an
 tw

o p
eop

le. 

E
.G

. Æ
Paris is the biggest city in France

•
T

o form
 su

p
erlatives you

 n
eed

 to kn
ow

 th
e n

u
m

ber of syllables 
in

 th
e ad

jective. F
or in

stan
ce:

“long" contains one syllable,

but “careful" contains tw
o —

care
and ful.



SU
PERLATIV

ES

S
u

p
erlative of m

ajority:

M
onosyllabic/D

isyllabic adjective:  T
h

e
A

djective –
E

st

Polysyllabic adjective : T
h

e m
ost +

adjective

S
u

p
erlative of m

in
ority:

Æ
Polysyllabic adjective : T

h
e least +

adjective



SU
PERLATIV

ES

1. O
n

e syllab
le ad

jective en
d

in
g in

 a silen
t ‘-e' —

nice / large

Æ
Superlative —

add ‘-st' —
nicest / largest

2. O
n

e syllable ad
jective en

d
in

g in
 on

e vow
el an

d
 on

e con
son

an
t —

big / 
fat

Æ
Superlative —

the con
son

an
t is d

ou
bled

 and
‘-est' is ad

d
ed

—
biggest / fattest

3. O
n

e syllable ad
jective en

d
in

g in
 m

ore th
an

 on
e con

son
an

t or m
ore 

th
an

 a vow
el —

high, soft

Æ
Superlative —

‘-est’ is added —
highest, softest



SU
PERLATIV

ES

4
. A

 tw
o syllable ad

jective en
d

in
g in

 'y' —
happy/ silly

Æ
Superlative —

'y' b
ecom

es 'i' and
‘-est' is added —

happiest / silliest

5. T
w

o syllable or m
ore ad

jectives w
ith

ou
t 'y' at th

e en
d

 —
exciting

Æ
Superlative —

T
h

e m
ost +

 th
e ad

jective  -
the m

ost exciting 

•
E

xam
p

les

•
E

verest is the highest m
ountain in the w

orld.

•
This is one of the m

ost exciting film
s I have ever seen.



SU
PERLATIV

ES

M
in

ority su
p

erlative

•
There is just one form

 for all adjectives and the structure is as follow
s:

T
h

e least +
 ad

jective +
 of (in

) 

•
E

xam
ple: C

ountry m
usic is the least exciting of all sorts of m

usic.



IRREG
U

LA
R

C
O

M
PA

RATIV
ES

A
N

D
 SU

PERLATIV
ES

A
djectives

C
om

paratives
Superlatives

bad
w

orse
w

orst

far(distance)
farther

farthest

far(extent)
further

furthest

good
better

best

little
less

least

m
any

m
ore

m
ost

m
uch

m
ore

m
ost



C
O

M
PA

RATIV
E A

N
D

 SU
PERLATIV

E A
DV

ERBS

W
e m

ake com
parative and superlative adverbs using the sam

e rules as for com
parative and 

superlative adjectives. For exam
ple:

•
O

ne syllable: Jill w
orks fast.

>
Faster

>
fastest

•
O

ne syllable ending in –
e: They arrived late.

>
Later

>
latest

•
Tw

o or m
ore syllables: A

lan finished the test quickly.
>

M
ore quickly

>
m

ost 
quickly

•
W

ell: She speaks E
nglish w

ell.>
B

etter
>

best

•
B

adly: She speaks G
erm

an badly.
>

W
orse

>
w

orst

•
Far: H

e'll go far.
>

Farther/further
>

farthest/furthest
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M
ore exciting

The m
ostexciting

Excitingly
M

ore excitingly
The m

ostexcitingly

Faster
The fastest

Fast                   Faster
The fastest

M
ore cynical

The m
ostcynical

C
ynically

M
ore cynically

The m
ostcynically

Easier
The easiest

Easily
M

ore easily
The m

osteasily

H
arder

The hardest
H

ard 
H

arder
The hardest

M
ore responsive   The m

ostresponsive  Responsively
M

ore responsively
The m

ostresponsively
Better

The best                  W
ell

Better
The best



EXC
ERC

ISE

•
M

y brother has a (tidy)
room

 than m
e.

•
A

ustralia is (big)
than E

ngland.

•
I'm

 (good)
now

 than yesterday.

•
She's got (little)

m
oney than you, but she doesn't care.

•
H

e thinks C
hinese is (difficult)

language in the w
orld

•
M

y brother has a tidier room
 than m

e.

•
A

ustralia is bigger than E
ngland.

•
I'm

 better now
 than yesterday.

•
She's got less m

oney than you, but she doesn't care.

•
H

e thinks C
hinese is the m

ost difficult language in the w
orld.



EXC
ERC

ISE
•

G
reenland is the _

_
_

_
_

_
__

__
___

__
__

___
__

___
__

__
_ (large) island in the w

orld. 

•
Travelling by plane is _

_
_

_
_

_
__

__
___

__
___

__
__

___
__

___
 (fast) than travelling by train. 

•
B

oracay
Island in the Philippines has _

_
_

_
_

_
__

__
___

__
___

__
__

___
__

___
(good) beaches I have ever 

seen. 

•
Jam

aica is _
_

_
_

_
_

___
__

___
__

__
___

__
___

__
__

 (sunny) than N
orw

ay. 

•
Fjordland

in N
ew

 Zealand is _
_

_
_

_
__

___
__

___
__

__
___

__
___

__
_ (w

et) place in the w
orld.

•
largest

•
faster

•
the best

•
sunnier

•
the w

ettest



EXC
ERC

ISE
•

R
ain in the w

et season is _
__

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 (heavy) than during the rest of the 

year. 

•
E

aster Island is _
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 (interesting) island I have ever visited. 

•
A

 holiday in Thailand is _
__

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 (exciting) than a holiday in Spain. 

•
Santa C

ruz is the second _
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 (large) island in the G
alapagos. 

•
The G

alapagos are one of the ______
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_ (expensive) places in the w
orld to visit.

•
heavier

•
the m

ost interesting

•
m

ore exciting

•
largest

•
m

ost expensive


