








Modal Verb

Expressing ________ __ Bample

STRONG OBLIGATION

logical conclusion / Certainty

PROHIBITION
ABILITY
PERMISSION

POSSIBILITY
ABILITY IN THE PAST

POLITE PERMISSION

POSSIBILITY
PERMISSION
POSSIBILITY, PROBABILITY
POLITE PERMISSION
POSSIBILITY, PROBABILITY

50 % OBLIGATION

advice
logical conclusion

He must study for the exam.

He must be very tired. He's been working all day long.

You must not smoke in the hospital.
I can swim.

Can I use your phone please?
Smoking can cause cancer.
When I was younger I could run fast.
Excuse me, could I just say something?
It could rain tomorrow!

May I use your phone please?

[t may rain tomorrow!

Might I suggest an idea?

[ might go on holiday to Australia next year.

I should / ought to see a doctor. I have a terrible
headache.

You should / ought to revise your lessons

He should / ought to be very tired. He's been working
all day long.
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_SOmem OF OBLIGATION AND PROHIBITION - PRESENT Q
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have to / don't have to strong obligation (possibly from outside); no obligation
rule | don't have to work on Sundays.
Children have to go to school. You don't have to eat what you
| have to be home by ten. don't like.

She has to wear a uniform at work.

must/ mustn't strong obligation (possibly based on the negative obligation; prohibition
speaker's opinion); necessity; advice You mustn't smoke here.
| must study today. You mustn’t park here.
We must say good-bye now. You mustn’t eat in the classroom.

You must start looking after yourself.

should / shouldn't mild obligation or advice; recommending mild negative obligation or
action advice;
You should save some money. *You shouldn't smoke so much. V
You should take a few days off. *You shouldn’t talk to him.

| think we should check everything again.
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QOPP&m OF OBLIGATION AND PROHIBITION - 1>m._.@

had to / didn't have to

must

should have + past
participle / shouldn't have
+ past participle

_UOm_:<m Negative

obligation/necessity in the past no obligation in the past

| had to wear a school uniform when | was a  We didn't have to go to school on
child. Saturdays.

| had to do all my homework before dinner.
Everyone had to bring something to eat.

changes to 'had to'

a past action which didn't happen: the a past action which didn't happen:
advice / regret is too late the advice / regret is too late

You should have gone to bed earlier, now You shouldn't have taken that job, it
you have missed the train. was a bad idea.

| should have apologized earlier. | shouldn’t have spoken to him like

that.
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Modals (can, must, have to, should)

POSSIBILITA CAN/ to say something is/is not possible
CAPACITA CAN’T to say someone has/hasn’t the ability to do something
NON POSSIBILITA
INCAPACITA COULD/ to say something was/wasn’t possible in the past
COULDN’T | to say someone had/didn’t have the ability in the past
WILL BE to say something will/won’t be possible in the future
ABLE TO/ to say someone will/won’t have the ability in the future
WON’T BE
ABLE TO
NECESSITA MUST to say that obligation is imposed by the speaker
OBBLIGO it is a personal obligation, something the speaker
SOGGETTIVO, believes it is necessary
PERSONALE
NECESSITA HAVE TO/ to say something is/is not necessary
OBBLIGO DON’T HAVE | obligation comes from circumstances or external rules
IMPOSTO TO something has to be done, whether the speaker likes it
DALL’ESTERNO or not
NON
NECESSITA
DARE CONSIGLY/ SHOULD/ to say something is/is not a good idea (opinion)
SUGGERIMENTI SHOULDN’T | no obligation here, rather a recommendation from the
speaker




should, can, have to:
obligation and permission

Make sentences with the same meaning. Use the
words in brackets. Write 2—3 words.
1 It’s a good idea to buy our tickets early.
We our tickets early. (should)
2 Itisn’t necessary to pay for children.
You pay for children. (have)
3 She needs to do her exam again.
She her exam again. (has)
4 |s it possible for me to go home now?
home now? (Can)
5 It's not a good idea to arrive late.

We late. (shouldn’t)
6 She doesn’t know how to drive.
She . (can’)
7 Is it necessary to read this book?
Do we this book? (have)
8 It’s healthy to eat more vegetables.
You more vegetables. (should)
9 Isit necessary for me to leave?
Do leave? (have)

10 | know how to fly an aeroplane.
| an aeroplane. (can)





































