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TH
E PA

SSIV
E VO

IC
E

Let’s look at this sentence: 

•
I drank tw

o cups of coffee. 

Æ
This is an active sentence and it has the subject first, follow

ed by the verb, and 
finally the object 

V
arious other w

ays to form
 sentences. O

ne of them
: 

Æ
P

assive
form

: it puts the object first

•
Tw

o cups of coffee w
ere drunk (w

e can add 'by m
e' if w

e w
ant). 

H
ow

 to m
ake th

e p
assive in

 E
n

glish
? 

O
bject+

  verb 'to be' +
 past participle
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W
e

delivered the goods yesterday. Æ
A

ctive

S
U

B
JE

C
T

O
B

JE
C

T

The goods w
ere delivered yesterday Æ

P
assive

S
U

B
JE

C
T

•
The object of an active sentence can becom

e the subject of the passive form
.
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¾
W

e can not change  an active into a passive if there is no object:

The cost of tags has plunged.

¾
W

e use B
Y

to refer to the agent only if it adds value to the 
sentence.

The goods w
ere delivered yesterday by us.
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•
W

e m
ake the passive voice w

ith the verb to be +
 past participle

Journalists w
rite

the new
s   –

A
ctive

The new
s is w

ritten by journalists   -Passive

•
E

xercise: take the sentence “ the new
s is w

ritten by journalists”
and put it 

into as m
any passive voice tenses as you can.
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•
The new

s is w
ritten by journalists –

PR
E

SE
N

T SIM
PLE

•
The new

s w
as w

ritten by journalists –
PA

ST SIM
PLE

•
The new

s has been w
ritten by journalists –

PR
E

SE
N

T PE
R

FE
C

T

•
The new

s is being w
ritten by journalists –

PR
E

SE
N

T C
O

N
TIN

U
O

U
S

•
The new

s w
as being w

ritten by journalists –
PA

ST C
O

N
TIN

U
O

U
S

•
The new

s w
ill be w

ritten –
FU

TU
R

E
 SIM

PLE

•
The new

s m
ust be w

ritten –
M

O
D

A
LS

•
The new

s is going to be w
ritten by journalists –

G
O

IN
G

 TO

•
The new

s had been w
ritten by journalists –

PA
ST PE

R
FE

C
T
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TH
E PA

SSIV
E V

O
IC

E -W
h

en
 sh

ou
ld

 w
e u

se th
e p

assive? 

•
1) W

h
en

 w
e w

an
t to ch

an
ge th

e focu
s of th

e sen
ten

ce:   

•
The M

ona Lisa w
as painted by Leonardo da V

inci. 

•
2) W

h
en

 w
h

o or w
h

at cau
ses th

e action
 is u

n
kn

ow
n

 or u
n

im
p

ortan
t 

or obviou
s or 'p

eop
le in

 gen
eral': 

H
e w

as arrested. 

M
y bike has been stolen. 

The road is being repaired. 

The form
 can be obtained from

 the post office. 
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O
IC

E -W
h

en
 sh

ou
ld

 w
e u

se th
e p

assive? 

•
3) In

 factu
al or scien

tific w
ritin

g:   

The chem
ical is placed in a test tube and the data entered into the com

puter. 

•
4

) In
 form

al w
ritin

g in
stead

 of u
sin

g som
eon

e/ p
eop

le/ th
ey:  

The brochure w
ill be finished next m

onth. 

•
5) In

 ord
er to p

u
t th

e n
ew

 in
form

ation
 at th

e en
d

 of th
e sen

ten
ce to im

p
rove 

style:  

Three books are used regularly in the class. The books w
ere w

ritten by D
r. B

ell. 

6
) W

h
en

 th
e su

bject is very lon
g: 

I w
as surprised by how

 w
ell the students did in the test. 

C
hiara Fancello -

M
. A

ntonietta M
arongiu

9



TH
E PA

SSIV
E VO

IC
E –

pag. 161

C
hiara Fancello -

M
. A

ntonietta M
arongiu

10



TH
E PA

SSIV
E VO

IC
E

V
erbs w

ith
 tw

o objects 

•
Som

e verbs that have tw
o objects can m

ake tw
o different active sentences, 

and so tw
o different passive sentences, too. For exam

ple, the verb ‘give’ : 

•
A

ctive: H
e gave m

e the book / H
e gave the book to m

e. 

•
You can choose either of the tw

o objects to be the subject of the passive 
sentence. 

•
Passive: Iw

as given the book (by him
)/ The book w

as given to m
e (by 

him
). 

•
O

ther verbs like this are: ask, offer, teach, tell, lend, prom
ise, sell, throw

. 
C
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T
h

e p
assive in

 su
b

ord
in

ate clau
ses

You can m
ake the passive in a subordinate clause that has a subject and a 

norm
al conjugated verb. This is really the sam

e as a norm
al passive. 

•
A

ctive: I thought that M
ary had kissed john. 

•
Passive: Ithought that John had been kissed by M

ary. 

•
A

ctive: H
e knew

 that people had built the church in 1915. 

•
Passive: H

e knew
 that the church had been built in 1915. 
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You can also m
ake the passive using a passive gerund or a passive infinitive 

in the sam
e place as a norm

al gerund or infinitive. 

•
The child loves being cuddled. 

•
She w

ould like to be prom
oted. 
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2) Loaded
3)(are) transported
4) B

uys
5) U

ses
6) Is

scanned
7) M

akes
8) A

re (being) tracked
9) Is

rem
oved

10) (is) throw
n

aw
ay

11) Is
accessed

/ can be 
accessed
12) Is

sent
13) A

re found
/ can be 

found
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•
1. It's a w

ell-know
n fact that blue glass

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
in B

ristol.

•
A

is m
aking b

is m
ade c

has m
ade d

be m
ake

•
2.

E
very day our class

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
by the sam

e three teachers at our school.

•
A

teaches b
is teaching c

is taught d
taught

•
3. E

ri's
electronic dictionary w

as
_

_
_

_
in china. It is the latest m

odel.

•
A

m
ake b

m
aking c

m
akes d

m
ade

•
4.

Som
e of the students in our class

_
_

_
_

given a new
 m

ap of the city last w
eek. It show

s the skating rink and the 
cinem

a that w
e som

etim
es go to.

•
A

is b
are c

w
as d

w
ere

•
5.This year, m

ore than ten m
illion turkeys

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
in the united kingdom

 on christm
as

day.

•
A

are going to be eating b
are going to be eaten c

are going to eaten d
are going to eating

•
6.

This book
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

from
 recycled paper so it is good for the environm

ent.

•
A

w
as m

aking b
m

ade c
is m

ade d
is m

ake

•
1) B

           2) C
             3) D

               4) D
                    5) B

             6) C
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•
7) A

ll the PS gam
es consoles in the shop have gone. They

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
by other custom

ers in the last three days.

•
A

buying b
are buying c

bought d
w

ere bought

•
8) Last night, A

lberto's bicycle w
as

_
_

_
_

_
_

from
 the garden outside his house.

•
A

stolen b
be stolen c

stealing d
being stealing

•
9)

A
 few

 days ago, Fernando's car broke dow
n. B

ut luckily it w
as fixed

_
_

a m
an at the garage in only tw

o hours.

•
A

from
 b

by c
w

ith d
at

•
10)

I can w
ear m

y new
 w

atch all the tim
e. For exam

ple, it_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
in the show

er or in a sw
im

m
ing pool.

•
A

can w
ear b

can w
orn c

can be w
orn d

can be w
earing

•
11)Please rem

em
ber that cups of tea or coffee

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
brought into the classroom

.

•
A

m
ust not b

m
ust not be c

m
ust not being d

m
ust not been

•
12) The last question in the test w

as very difficult. It w
as only

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

correctly by jair
and chris.

•
A

answ
er b

answ
ering c

answ
ers d

answ
ered

•
7) D

        8) A
            9) B

            10) C
            11) B

            12) D
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1. PEO
PLE SPEA

K PO
RTU

G
U

ESE IN
 BRA

ZIL. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

•
2. TH

E G
O

V
ERN

M
EN

T IS PLA
N

N
IN

G
 A

 N
EW

 RO
A

D
 N

EA
R M

Y H
O

U
SE. 

_______________________________________________________________ 3. M
Y G

RA
N

D
FATH

ER 
BU

ILT TH
IS H

O
U

SE IN
 1943. 

_______________________________________________________________ 4. PIC
A

SSO
 W

A
S 

PA
IN

TIN
G

 G
U

ERN
IC

A
 AT TH

AT TIM
E. 

_______________________________________________________________ 5. TH
E C

LEA
N

ER H
A

S 
C

LEA
N

ED
 TH

E O
FFIC

E. _______________________________________________________________ 

•
1. PO

RTU
G

U
ESE IS SPO

KEN
 IN

 BRA
ZIL. 

•
2. A

 N
EW

 RO
A

D
 IS BEIN

G
 PLA

N
N

ED
 N

EA
R M

Y H
O

U
SE. 

•
3. TH

IS H
O

U
SE W

A
S BU

ILT (BY M
Y G

RA
N

D
FATH

ER) IN
 1943. 

•
4. G

U
ERN

IC
A

 W
A

S BEIN
G

 PA
IN

TED
 (BY PIC

A
SSO

) AT TH
AT TIM

E. 

•
5. TH

E O
FFIC

E H
A

S BEEN
 C

LEA
N

ED. 
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•
6. H

E H
A

D
 W

RITTEN
 TH

REE BO
O

KS BEFO
RE 1867. 

_______________________________________________________________ 7. JO
H

N
 W

ILL TELL YO
U

 
LATER. _______________________________________________________________ 8. BY TH

IS TIM
E 

TO
M

O
RRO

W
 W

E W
ILL H

AV
E SIG

N
ED

 TH
E D

EA
L. 

_______________________________________________________________ 9. SO
M

EBO
DY SH

O
U

LD
 

D
O

 TH
E W

O
RK. _______________________________________________________________ 10. TH

E 
TRA

FFIC
 M

IG
H

T H
AV

E D
ELAYED

 JIM
M

Y. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

•
6. TH

REE BO
O

KS H
A

D
 BEEN

 W
RITTEN

 BEFO
RE 1867. 

•
7. YO

U
 W

ILL BE TO
LD

 (BY JO
H

N
) LATER. 

•
8. BY TH

IS TIM
E TO

M
O

RRO
W

 TH
E D

EA
L W

ILL H
AV

E BEEN
 SIG

N
ED. 

•
9. TH

E W
O

RK SH
O

U
LD

 BE D
O

N
E. 

•
10. JIM

M
Y M

IG
H

T H
AV

E BEEN
 D

ELAYED
 (BY TH

E TRA
FFIC

). 
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