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TENSE ACTIVE PASSIVE
Present Simple | make a cake A cake is made

Present Contin. I'm making a cake A cake is being made.
Past Simple | made a cake. A cake was made.

Past Continuous | was making a cake. A cake was being made.
Present Perfect | have made a cake A cake has been made.
Past Perfect | had made a cake. A cake had been made.
Future Simple | will make a cake. A cake will be made.

Future be goingto  I'm going to make a cake. A cake is going to be made.
Modal | must make a cake. A cake must be made.

Modal Perfect | should have made a A cake should have been
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Passives

Passives have the following uses.

when the agent is unknown or unimportant
The stock was delivered to us this morning.
The shelves haven't been upgraded yet.

The tags can be switched off by a kill switch.

systems and processes
The stock is scanned as it enters the warehouse.
The figures are being finalised at the moment.

formal reports and notices

It is recommended that smart tags be
mtroduced.

The 1ssue was raised by the company’s auditors.
reporting unconfirmed information

The CEQO is said to be in favour of smart tags.
They are thought to be cheaper than barcodes.













Language check Passives

)

The passive is formed with the appropriate tense of the verb be +
the past participle of the main verb.

... smart shelves which are fitted with tag readers.

Smart tags can be scanned automatically.

As a result, shipment errors and theft will be reduced.

- We use the passive form when the agent is unimportant.

The tags are currently being piloted in major supermarkets (by Gillette).
~ The passive is often used in formal reports and notices.

It has been established that shipment errors will be greatly reduced.

For more information, see page 161.
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Practice [l Write the following sentences in the passive. Do not include the
agent if it is not important.

I Consumer groups have brought the issue of consumer privacy to light.
The issue of consumer privacy has been brought to light.

Manufacturers will install smart tags on all sorts of products.

Consumer groups are preparing petitions against the use of smart tags.

Lorries and trucks transport raw materials to the factories.

Supermarkets are considering eliminating checkouts altogether.

6 Consumers should try to access more information about smart tags.
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Practice £l Write the following sentences in the passive. Do not include the
agent if it is not important.

I Consumer groups have brought the issue of consumer privacy to light.
The issue of consumer privacy has been brought to light.

2 Manufacturers will install smart tags on all sorts of products.
2 Smarl tags will be installed on all sorts of products.

3 Consumer groups are preparing petitions against the use of smart tags.
3 Petitions arc being prepared (by consumer groups)
against the use of smart tags. .
4  Lorries and trucks transport raw materials to the factories.

4 Raw matenals arc sransported (by lorry and truck 7 by
laorries and trucks) 1o the factories.

5 Supermarkets are considering eliminating checkouts altogether.
S The elimination of checkouts is being considered by

6 Consumers should try to access more information about smart tags.

6 More information about smart tags should be accessed
by consumers.



FJ Complete the text with either the appropriate active or passive
form of the following verbs.

make find buy load wuse scan track remove access

send transport insert throw away
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124 ® Unit 14

uring one of the last stages
of production, tag readers
' ' areinserted into the
o packaging of certain items
= destined for a well-known
supermarket chain.

They are then - onto
trucks and * to the
supermarkets.

A young woman ¢ one
of these items and & her
credit card to pay for it. Information
about her, such as her name, address
and a list of all the items in her
shopping trolley « into
the shop’s computer system.

She then - varicus

purchases in different stores, paying
each time with the same credit card.

What she doesn’t realise is that all her
movements # and that
until the packaging of the tagged item

g and
information about everywhere she
goes, everything she buys and how
much she is willing to pay for items

t easily by marketers
and retailers.

Soon, a letter to her
suggesting that all the products she
prefers to buy from high street retailers

3 in the supermarket at
more competitive prices.




make
send
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- VOICE

FJ Complete the text with either the appropriate active or passive
form of the following verbs.

load wuse scan

insert

find buy
transport

uring one of the last stages
- of production, tag readers

are inserted  into the

~_d packaging of certain items

: destined for a well-known
supermarket chain.

onto
o the

They are then 2
trucks and °
supermarkets.

A young woman one
of these items and s her
credit card to pay for it. Information
about her, such as her name, address
and a list of all the items in her
shopping trolley o into
the shop’s computer system.,

She then

various

throw away

track remove access

purchases in different stores, paying
each time with the same credit carg.

What she doesn't realise is that all her
movements ¢ and that
until the packaging of the tagged item

8 and
information about everywhere she
goes, everything she buys and how
much she is willing to pay for items

L easily by marketers
and retailers.

Soon, a letter - to her
suggesting that all the products she
prefers to buy from high street retailers

3 in the supermarket at
more competitive prices.
















