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REPO
RTED SPEECH

•
U

se: To say/report w
hat another person said

•
W

e use a 'reporting verb like 'say' or 'tell'. If it’s a present tense, it's easy. W
e just put 'she says' and then the sentence:

•
Direct speech: I like ice cream

.

•
Reported speech: She

says(that) she
likesice cream

.

•
In indirect speech, w

e often
use a tense w

hich is “further back” in the past than the tense originally used. 

Æ
B

A
C

K
S

H
IF

T

•
W

e also probably m
ay need to change other w

ords that w
ere used, for exam

ple pronouns. 

Æ
The 'person' from

 'I' to 'she', for exam
ple. W

e also m
ay need to change w

ords like 'm
y' and 'your'.

•
But, if the reporting verb is in the past tense, then usually w

e change the tenses in the reported speech:

•
Direct speech: I like ice cream

.

•
Reported speech: She

said
(that) she

liked
ice cream

.
Prof.ssa Chiara Fancello -Prof.ssa M

. Antonietta M
arongiu

2



REPO
RTED SPEECH

•
O

ccasion
ally, w

e d
on

't n
eed

 to ch
an

ge th
e p

resen
t ten

se in
to th

e p
ast if th

e 
in

form
ation

 in
 d

irect sp
eech

 is still tru
e (bu

t th
is is on

ly for th
in

gs w
h

ich
 

are gen
eral facts, an

d
 even

 th
en

 u
su

ally w
e like to ch

an
ge th

e ten
se):

•
D

irect speech: The sky is blue.
•

R
eported speech: She said (that) the sky

is/w
a
s

blue.

•
1) "H

e w
orks in a bank." 

•
2) "W

e w
ent out last night." 

•
3) "I'm

 com
ing!"

•
4) "I w

as w
aiting for the bus w

hen he arrived."
•

5) "I'd never been there before."

•
1) [ She said that he w

orked in a bank. ] 2) [ She said that they had gone out last night. ] 
3) [ She said that she w

as com
ing. ]  4) [ She said that she had been w

aiting for the bus 
w

hen he arrived. ]   5) [ She said that she had never been there before. ] 
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REPO
RTED SPEECH

Prof.ssa Chiara Fancello -Prof.ssa M
. Antonietta M

arongiu
4



REPO
RTED SPEECH

Tense
Direct Speech

Reported Speech

present sim
ple

I like ice cream
She said (that) she liked ice 
cream

.

present continuous
I am

 living in London
She said (that) she w

as living in 
London.

past sim
ple

I bought a car
She said (that) she had bought a 
car O

R She said (that) she 
bought a car.

past continuous
I w

as w
alking along the street

She said (that) she had been 
w

alking along the street.

present perfect
I haven't seen Julie

She said (that) she hadn't seen 
Julie.

pastperfect*
I had taken English lessons 
before

She said (that) she had taken 
English lessons before.

w
ill

I'll see you later
She said (that) she w

ould see 
m

e later.
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REPO
RTED SPEECH

Tense
Direct Speech

Reported Speech

w
ould*

I w
ould help, but..”

She said (that) she w
ould help 

but...

can
I can speak perfect English

She said (that) she could speak 
perfect English.

could*
I could sw

im
 w

hen I w
as four

She said (that) she could sw
im

 
w

hen she w
as four.

shall
I shall com

e later
She said (that) she w

ould com
e 

later.

should*
I should call m

y m
other

She said (that) she should call 
her m

other

m
ight*

I m
ight be late

She said (that) she m
ight be late

m
ust

I m
ust study at the w

eekend
She said (that) she m

ust study at 
the w

eekend O
R She said she 

had to study at the w
eekend
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REPO
RTED SPEECH

•
1. “He w

orks in a bank” She said 
________________________________________________________

•
2. “W

e w
ent out last night” She told m

e 
________________________________________________________ 

•
3. “I’m

 com
ing!” She said 

________________________________________________________ 
•

4. “I w
as w

aiting for the bus w
hen he arrived” She told m

e 
________________________________________________________ 

•
5. “ I’d never been there before” She said 
________________________________________________________

•
1. She said (that) he w

orked in a bank. 
•

2. She told m
e (that) they w

ent (had gone) out last night (the night before). 
•

3. She said (that) she w
as com

ing. 
•

4. She told m
e (that) she had been w

aiting for the bus w
hen he arrived. 

•
5. She said (that) she had never been there before. 

Prof.ssa Chiara Fancello -Prof.ssa M
. Antonietta M

arongiu
9



REPO
RTED SPEECH

•
6. “I didn’t go to the party” She told m

e 
________________________________________________________ 

•
7. “Lucy’llcom

e later” She said 
________________________________________________________ 

•
8. “He hasn’t eaten breakfast” She told m

e 
________________________________________________________ 

•
9. “I can help you tom

orrow
” She said 

________________________________________________________
•

10. “You should go to bed early” She told m
e 

________________________________________________________

•
6. She told m

e (that) she didn't go (hadn't gone) to the party. 
•

7. She said (that) Lucy w
ould com

e later. 
•

8. She told m
e (that) he hadn't eaten breakfast. 

•
9. She said (that) she could help m

e tom
orrow

. 
•

10. She told m
e (that) I should go to bed early. 
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REPO
RTED SPEECH

•
11. “I don’t like chocolate” She told m

e 
________________________________________________________ 

•
12. “I w

on’t see you tom
orrow

” She said 
_______________________________________________________ 

•
13. “She’s living in Paris for a few

 m
onths” She said 

________________________________________________________
•

14. “I visited m
y parents at the w

eekend” She told m
e 

________________________________________________________ 
•

15. “She hasn’t eaten sushi before” She said 
________________________________________________________

•
11. She told m

e (that) she didn't like chocolate. 
•

12. She said (that) she w
ouldn't see m

e tom
orrow

. 
•

13. She said (that) she w
as living in Paris for a few

 m
onths. 

•
14. She told m

e (that) she visited (had visited) her parents at the w
eekend. 

•
15. She said (that) she hadn't eaten sushi before. 
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REPO
RTED SPEECH

•
16. “I hadn’t travelled by underground before I cam

e to London” She said 
___________________________________________________________ 

•
17. “They w

ould help if they could” She said 
___________________________________________________________ 

•
18. “I’ll do the w

ashing-up later” She told m
e 

________________________________________________________ 
•

19. “He could read w
hen he w

as three” She said 
___________________________________________________________ 

•
20. “I w

as sleeping w
hen Julie called” She said 

___________________________________________________________ 

•
16. She said (that) she hadn't travelled by underground before she cam

e to London. 
•

17. She said (that) they w
ould help if they could. 

•
18. She told m

e (that) she w
ould do the w

ashing-up later. 
•

19. She said (that) he could read w
hen he w

as three. 
•

20. She said (that) she had been sleeping w
hen Julie called. 
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