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PA
ST SIM

PLE –
H

ow
 do w

e form
 it?

•
A

F
F

IR
M

A
T

IV
E

: 

su
b

ject  +
   p

ast (+
E

D
 / irregu

lar form
) (+

 com
p

lem
en

t)

E
X

: I stayed
w

ith m
y friend last night.

•
N

E
G

A
T

IV
E

: 
su

bject  +
   D

ID
 +

 N
O

T
 (D

ID
N

’T
) +

  base form
 of th

e m
ain

 verb (+
 com

p
lem

en
t)

E
X

: Id
id

 n
ot ( didn’t) sta

y
w

ith her last night.

•
IN

T
E

R
R

O
G

A
T

IV
E

: 

D
ID

 +
 su

bject  +
 b

ase form
 of th

e m
ain

 verb (+
 com

p
lem

en
t) ?

E
X

: D
id

 y
ou

 sta
y

 w
ith your grandm

a for dinner?

•
N

E
G

A
T

IV
E

 Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
: 

D
ID

  +
  N

O
T

 (D
ID

N
’T

) +
  su

bject  +
  base form

 of th
e m

ain
 verb(+

 com
p

lem
en

t) ?

E
X

: W
hy d

id
n

’t you
 stay in R

om
e?



PA
ST SIM

PLE
•

U
ses: 

-
For situations that com

pleted
/ finished in the past  Æ

H
e lived

in M
ilan from

 1593 to 1683. 

-
For a series of actions (w

hen one thing happens after another) / states
or habits

in the past w
hen w

e have 
a finished tim

e w
ord (yesterday, last w

eek, at 2 o'clock, in 2003). Æ
Yesterday w

e a
rrived

in R
om

e at 11 
o’clock and took

a taxi to his apartm
ent.

-
For finished actions, states or habits in the past w

hen w
e know

 from
 general know

ledge that the tim
e 

period has finished. Æ
Leonardo painted the M

ona Lisa.

-
To talk about things that are not real in the present or future. So w

e use it w
ith the second conditional 

and after w
ords like 'w

ish'. Æ
If I w

on the lottery, I w
ould buy a huge house. / I w

ish I had m
ore tim

e!

•
T

im
e exp

ression
s often

 u
sed

: ago, for, last w
eek/m

onth/ year, yesterday, w
hen, after, since +

 past 
sim

ple.

•
T

h
e P

ast sim
p

le corresp
on

d
s to th

e Italian
 ten

se:

¾
Im

perfetto
/ Passato

rem
ote / Passato

prossim
o



PA
ST SIM

PLE –
R

EG
U

LA
R

 V
ER

BS
•

F
orm

:

•
Positive: I S

T
A

Y
E

D
w

ith m
y friend last night.



PA
ST SIM

PLE –
Spelling variations

V
erbi

A
l SIM

PLE
 PA

ST
E

sem
pio

1) che term
inano in

E
aggiungere -D

alla form
a base del verbo

live -lived
d

ate -d
ated

2) che term
inano in

consonante +
Y

cam
biare

Y
in

I
poi aggiungere -E

D
try -tried
cry -cried

3) che term
inano con

1 vocale accentata +
 1 

consonante
(m

a non
W

e
Y

)

raddoppiare la consonante, poi 
aggiungere -E

D
stop

 -stop
p

ed
u

n
zip

 -u
n

zip
p

ed
p

refer -p
referred

tran
sm

it -tran
sm

itted

4) che term
inano con

1 vocale +
L

raddoppiare la
L

, poi aggiungere -E
D

travel-travelled
lab

el-lab
elled

Per il caso 3. Æ
eccezione

Per il caso 4. Æ
eccezione

offer
→

offered
reveal →

revealed



PA
ST SIM

PLE –
Phonetic variations w

ith -ED



PA
ST SIM

PLE –
Phonetic variations w

ith -ED
•

V
erb

s
en

d
in

g
w

ith
 th

e sou
n

d
s:

-/F/ , /K
/ , /P/ , /s/ , /S/ , /TS/  

Æ
/T/

•
V

erb
s

en
d

in
g

w
ith

 th
e sou

n
d

s:

-/T/ and
/D

/

Æ
/ID

/

•
V

erb
s

en
d

in
g

w
ith

 alloth
er

sou
n

d
s:

Æ
/D

/

cough
coughed

m
iss

m
issed

w
alk

w
alked

finish
finished

tip
tipped

w
atch

w
atched

m
end

m
ended

visit
visited

post
posted

sugget
suggested



/-T/ 

T
O

U
C

H
E

D

A
S

K
E

D

S
T

O
P

P
E

D

H
E

L
P

E
D

W
O

R
K

E
D

W
A

T
C

H
E

D

L
A

U
G

H
E

D

W
A

S
H

E
D

D
A

N
C

E
D

/-D
/ 

L
IV

E
D

P
H

O
N

E
D

C
Y

C
L

E
D

U
S

E
D

L
O

V
E

D

A
N

S
W

E
R

E
D

L
IS

T
E

N
E

D

M
O

V
E

D

/-ID
/

W
A

N
T

E
D

W
A

IT
E

D

S
T

A
R

T
E

D

H
A

T
E

D

N
E

E
D

E
D

S
K

A
T

E
D

PA
ST SIM

PLE –
Phonetic variations w

ith -ED



PA
ST SIM

PLE –
The three m

ost im
portant irregular verbs

B
e

H
ave

D
o

I
w

as
had

did

Y
ou

w
ere

had
did

H
e/S

h
e/It

w
as

had
did

W
e

w
ere

had
did

Y
ou

w
ere

had
did

T
h

ey
w

ere
had

did



PA
ST SIM

PLE –
IR

R
EG

U
LA

R
V

ER
BS



PA
ST SIM

PLE -
IR

R
EG

U
LA

R
V

ER
BS 

Base form
Sim

ple Past
PastParticiple



PA
ST SIM

PLE
•

La frase negativa e interrogativa del Sim
ple Pastsi form

a con l’ausiliare D
ID

 seguito dalla 
form

a base del verbo principale:

•
F

O
R

M
A

 N
E

G
A

T
IV

A
: Si form

a aggiungendo didn’to did
notdavanti alla form

a base del 
verbo. Il verbo essere

fa eccezion
e.

su
bject  +

   D
ID

 +
 N

O
T

 (D
ID

N
’T

) +
  base form

 of th
e m

ain
 verb (+

 com
p

lem
en

t)



PA
ST SIM

PLE

•
F

O
R

M
A

 IN
T

E
R

R
O

G
A

T
IV

A
: Si form

a aggiungendo l’ausiliare d
id

davanti 
al soggetto. Il verbo essere

fa eccezion
e.

D
ID

 +
 su

bject  +
 base form

 of th
e m

ain
 verb (+

 com
p

lem
en

t) ?



PA
ST SIM

PLE

•
S

H
O

R
T

 A
N

S
W

E
R

S
: sono brevi risposte date a dom

ande che prevedono in genere un 
Sìo un N

o com
e risposta. Si form

ano utilizzando, dopo
Y

es
o

N
o

, il soggetto sem
pre in 

form
a di pronom

e personale +
 d

id
o

d
id

n
't.

Y
es/N

o Q
u

estion
s

S
h

ort A
n

sw
er

D
id

they w
ork in London?

Yes, they did
N

o, they didn't

D
id

G
eorge and M

ichael w
ork in London?

Yes, they did
N

o, they didn't

D
id

she drive to w
ork

yesterday?
Yes,she did
N

o,she didn't

D
id

R
acheldrive to w

ork
yesterday?

Yes,she
did

N
o,she

didn't



PA
ST SIM

PLE

•
W

H
-Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
S

: Le W
h-Q

uestions
(dom

ande che usano interrogativi com
e W

hat, 
W

here, W
hy, W

hen, W
hich, W

ho, H
ow

) si form
ano ponendo all'inizio della dom

anda 
l'interrogativo W

h-, seguito poi dall'ausiliare d
id

davanti al soggetto.

In
terrogati

vo
form

a 
in

terrogativa
E

sem
p

i

W
hy

did
they

w
ork

W
hy did they w

ork on Sundays?

W
hat

did you study
W

hat did you study?

W
here

did they live
W

here did they live in 2014?

W
hich car

did she drive
W

hich car did she drive?



PA
ST SIM

PLE –
Som

e irregular verbs 



PA
ST SIM

PLE 
•

C
om

p
lete th

e exercise w
ith

 th
e correct p

ast sim
p

le verb:

•
W

ILLIA
M

(V
ISIT)_

_
_

_
_

H
IS G

R
A

N
D

PA
R

E
N

TS LA
ST W

E
E

K
E

N
D

.

•
JA

N
E

 _
_

_
_

_
 (A

R
R

IV
E

)A
N

 H
O

U
R

 A
G

O
.

•
W

E
_

_
_

_
_

(G
O

)
TO

 B
O

B
'S B

IR
TH

D
A

Y PA
R

TY YE
STE

R
D

A
Y.

•
I

_
_

_
_

_
(B

E
)

O
N

 H
O

LID
A

Y LA
ST W

E
E

K
.

•
SH

E
_

_
_

_
_

(SE
E

)FIR
E

.



PA
ST SIM

PLE 
•

C
om

p
lete th

e exercise w
ith

 th
e correct p

ast sim
p

le verb:

1)
V

ISITE
D

2)
A

R
R

IV
E

D

3)
W

E
N

T

4)
W

A
S

5)
SA

W



PA
ST SIM

PLE 
•

C
om

p
lete th

e exercise w
ith

 th
e correct p

ast sim
p

le verb IN
 T

H
E

 N
E

G
A

T
IV

E
 

F
O

R
M

:

•
I PH

O
N

E
D

 LU
C

Y LA
ST N

IG
H

T. →
I

_
_

_
_

_
LU

C
Y LA

ST N
IG

H
T.

•
YO

U
 TID

IE
D

 U
P YO

U
R

 R
O

O
M

. →
YO

U
_

_
_

_
_

U
P YO

U
R

R
O

O
M

.

•
O

LIV
IA

 B
E

C
A

M
E

 A
N

 A
C

TR
E

SS. →
O

LIV
IA

_
_

_
_

_
A

N
 A

C
TR

E
SS.

•
W

E
 FO

U
N

D
 TH

E
 TR

E
A

SU
R

E
. →

W
E

_
_

_
_

_
TH

E
 TR

E
A

SU
R

E
.

•
H

E
 SPO

K
E

 SPA
N

ISH
. →

H
E

_
_

_
_

_
SPA

N
ISH

.



PA
ST SIM

PLE 
•

C
om

p
lete th

e exercise w
ith

 th
e correct p

ast sim
p

le verb IN
 T

H
E

 N
E

G
A

T
IV

E
 

F
O

R
M

:

1)
D

ID
N

’T PH
O

N
E

2)
D

ID
N

’T TID
Y

3)
D

ID
N

’T B
E

C
O

M
E

4)
D

ID
N

’T FIN
D

5)
D

ID
N

’T SPE
A

K



PA
ST SIM

PLE 
•

C
om

p
lete th

e exercise w
ith

 th
e correct p

ast sim
p

le verb IN
 T

H
E

 Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
 

F
O

R
M

:

•
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

(YO
U

/D
A

N
CE

)A
T TH

E
 PA

R
TY LA

ST N
IG

H
T?

•
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

(SH
E

/D
O

)
H

E
R

H
O

M
E

W
O

R
K

?

•
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

(R
O

B
E

R
T/W

O
R

K
)A

T TH
E

 PO
ST O

FFIC
E

?

•
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

(TH
E

Y/H
E

LP)YO
U

 W
ITH

 TH
E

 W
A

SH
IN

G
-U

P?

•
W

H
E

N
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

(I/SA
Y)TH

A
T?



PA
ST SIM

PLE 
•

C
om

p
lete th

e exercise w
ith

 th
e correct p

ast sim
p

le verb IN
 T

H
E

 Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
 

F
O

R
M

:

1)
D

ID
 YO

U
 D

A
N

C
E

2)
D

ID
 SH

E
 D

O

3)
D

ID
 R

O
B

E
R

T W
O

R
K

4)
D

ID
 TH

E
Y H

E
LP

5)
D

ID
 I SA

Y



PA
ST SIM

PLE 



PA
ST SIM

PLE 8
a –

C
om

plete the sentences 
a. Later
b. In 
c. W

hen
d. A

fter 
e. In the
f. Last
g. A

go

8
b –

Put the sentences in order
1.c 
2.e 
3.b 
4.d
5.g 
6.f 
7.a



PA
ST SIM

PLE 



PA
ST SIM

PLE 
1)

H
E

A
R

D

2)
TH

O
U

G
H

T

3)
FO

U
N

D

4)
M

E
T

5)
B

O
U

G
H

T

6)
LO

ST

7)
B

R
O

K
E

8)
TO

O
K

9)
C

O
U

LD

10)
M

A
D

E



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
 P

E
R

F
E

C
T

•
A

F
F

IR
M

A
T

IV
E

: 

su
b

ject  +
      h

ave / h
as      +

   p
ast

p
articip

le

E
X

: W
e have prepared breakfast.

•
N

E
G

A
T

IV
E

: su
bject  +

    h
ave n

ot (h
aven

’t) / h
as   ( h

asn
’t)   +

 p
ast p

articip
le

E
X

: H
e has not (hasn’t) seen the new

 house yet.

•
IN

T
E

R
R

O
G

A
T

IV
E

: h
ave / h

as +
 su

bject  +
 p

ast p
articip

le …
. ?

E
X

:  H
ave you m

et the boss yet?

•
N

E
G

A
T

IV
E

 Q
U

E
ST

IO
N

: 

h
ave n

ot (h
aven

’t) / h
as   ( h

asn
’t) +

 su
bject  +

 p
ast p

articip
le …

. ?



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
 P

E
R

F
E

C
T

•
U

ses: 

-
To talk about actions and experiences that have happened in our lives up to now

 and w
e don’t say 

w
hen

Æ
I’ve tra

velled
 a lot.  / M

y father h
a

s w
orked

 for several com
panies.

-
To talk about a past action that has a result in the present/ started in the past and are still 

continuing  Æ
They h

a
ve gon

e out. (They w
ent out earlier, and they aren’t here now

.)/ Tom
 h

a
s 

w
orked

 at the garage for tw
o years. (H

e’s w
orking there now

.)

-
To talk about som

ething that has recently happened Æ
H

a
ve y

ou
 fin

ish
ed

 the exercise? / Your 

parents h
a

ve a
rrived

 and they are w
aiting for you.

-
T

im
e exp

ression
s often

 u
sed: ever (at any tim

e in your life), never (at no tim
e in your life), just, 

already, since (the beginning of the tim
e), for (the length of tim

e), yet (int. +
 N

E
G

), not yet, 

recently, today, this m
orning, this w

eek, this year, so far.



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
 P

E
R

F
E

C
T



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
 P

E
R

F
E

C
T



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
 P

E
R

F
E

C
T



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
 P

E
R

F
E

C
T

1)
She

has
read

Jane E
yre

2)
W

e
have

notseen
this

program
m

e

3)
M

y parents
have

fallen
asleep

4)
A

dam
 has

appeared
in a film

5)
I haven’tspoken

to an actor

6)
You

have
broken

the cam
era

7)
D

aw
n

has
notcried

in a film

8)
W

e
have

notforgotten
the tickets



P
R

E
S

E
N

T
 P

E
R

F
E

C
T

 V
S

. P
A

ST
 S

IM
P

L
E



PR
ESEN

T PER
FEC

T O
R

 SIM
PLE PA

ST ?

a. L
’azion

e è avven
u

ta in
 u

n
 p

eriod
o d

i 
tem

p
o n

on
 an

cora con
clu

so:
this

w
eek/m

onth/year
this

m
orning/afternoon

(se è ancora
m

attina /pom
eriggio)

I h
a

ve seen
 th

ree m
ovies th

is w
eek.

a. L
’azion

e è avven
u

ta in
 u

n
 tem

p
o

p
assato e con

clu
so:

yesterday
last w

eek/m
onth/year

a m
om

ent/a m
inute ago

w
hen I w

as a child/on holiday
I sa

w
 th

ree m
ovies la

st w
eek.

b. L
’azion

e è già avven
u

ta m
a il

tem
p

o n
on

 è sp
ecificato p

erch
é q

u
ello

ch
e im

p
orta è l’effetto su

l p
resen

te:

I h
a

ve seen
 th

a
t m

ovie a
lrea

d
y

.

b. Il tem
p

o d
ell’azion

e è ch
iaro. A

volte il tem
p

o p
assato n

on
 è

sp
ecificato, m

a lo si p
u

ò d
esu

m
ere d

al
con

testo:
I sa

w
 th

a
t m

ovie on
 S

a
tu

rd
a

y
.

W
h

o w
rote “W

a
r a

n
d

 p
ea

ce”?

c. L
’in

form
azion

e d
ata rigu

ard
a

il p
assato recen

te:

M
a

rtin
 h

a
s cra

sh
ed

 h
is ca

r a
ga

in
.

c. L
’in

form
azion

e d
ata rigu

ard
a

u
n

 p
assato u

n
 p

ò
p

iù
 rem

oto:
M

a
rtin

 cra
sh

ed
 h

is ca
r la

st y
ea

r.



PR
ESEN

T PER
FEC

T O
R

 SIM
PLE PA

ST ?

d
. E

’ u
sato con

 for
e sin

ce
q

u
an

d
o

l’azion
e n

on
 è an

cora fin
ita:

I h
a

ve lived
 in

 L
on

d
on

 for tw
o y

ea
rs.

d
. E

’ u
sato con

 for
e sin

ce
q

u
an

d
o

l’azion
e è già fin

ita:

I lived
 in

 L
on

d
on

 for tw
o y

ea
rs.

N
ota:

In vari casi nelle conversazioni si passa dal PresentPerfect al PastSim
ple: con il Present

Perfect si pone l’accento sulla situazione attuale, con il PastSim
ple ci si riferisce al m

om
ento 

passato in cui è avvenuta l’azione (ad esem
pio quando si fanno dom

ande con W
hen? H

ow
? 

W
here?…

).

I’ve
broken

m
y

hand. 
W

hen
/w

here/how
did

you
break it?

M
i sono rotta una m

ano. 
I’ve

been
on holiday

to Spain. 
D

id
you

have
a good

tim
e?

Sono stata in vacanza in Spagna. 



P
A

S
T

 S
IM

P
L

E
 V

S
. P

R
E

S
E

N
T

 P
E

R
F

E
C

T



P
A

S
T

 S
IM

P
L

E
 V

S
. P

R
E

S
E

N
T

 P
E

R
F

E
C

T

1)
H

ave
you

been
/ w

e
w

ent

2)
D

id
your

brother
buy/ 

paid

3)
H

ave
you

m
et/ m

et

4)
H

ave
you

been
/ I w

ent

5)
H

ave
your

parents
ever

given
/ had

6)
D

id
he send

/ forgot







P
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1. M
aura _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 (just, to learn) som
e A

rabic.

2. W
hen they w

ere in A
ustria, they finally _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 (to understand) 
the m

eaning of the w
ord ‘anschluss’.

3. “_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 you ever to N

ew
 Zealand?” (To be)

4. John and M
ary _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

  in this house since 1985 (to live)

5. John _
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 (never / understand) the present perfect.
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1. M
aura has just learned som

e A
rabic.

2. W
hen they w

ere in A
ustria, they finally understood the m

eaning of the w
ord 

‘anschluss’.

3. “H
ave you ever been to N

ew
 Zealand?” 

4. John and M
ary have lived in this house since 1985.

5. John’s never understood the present perfect.
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6. She _
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 (break) her leg the day before her exam

.

7. W
e _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 (see) O
liver yesterday.

8. H
e _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 (be) here all m
orning.

9. They _
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 (live) here for m

any years (and they still do).

10. K
ing H

enry the eighth of E
ngland _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

 (have) six w
ives. 
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6. She broke her leg the day before her exam
.

7. W
e saw

 O
liver yesterday.

8. H
e’s been here all m

orning.

9. They’ve lived here for m
any years (and they still do).

10. K
ing H

enry the eighth of E
ngland had six w

ives. 


