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As global temperatures have increased by more than 1.2°C since 1850, we notice extreme weather and 
water shortages in deserts and drought-prone regions like the Mediterranean. In Western North 
America, the current megadrought affects watersheds and soil moisture, and causes ecological 
stresses that intensify forest fires and landscape impacts.  
These ecogeomorphic variables and human activity are related to the development of dust storms 
that adversely impact Salt Lake City and the Wasatch Mountains in Utah.
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