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EDUCATION 

1989 Master's Degree in Biological Sciences, University of Cagliari 

1989 - 1992 Fellowship CNR Dept. of Cytomorphology, Morphometry Section, Univ. Cagliari 

1993 - 1997 Ph.D. student in Morphological Sciences, Dept. of Cytomorphology, Univ. Cagliari 

1994 - 1995 Visiting scientist at Karolinska Institute (KI), Dept. Toxicology (Prof. Pierluigi Nicotera), 

Stockholm, Sweden 

1996 - 1998 Visiting scientist at KI, Dept. of Clinical Neuroscience, Stockholm, financed by a year 

research fellowship from Kemali Foundation 

1997 Ph.D. disputation "Apoptosis in the nervous system: analysis of functional parameters in vivo 

and in vitro" 

1998 - 1999 Post-doc Dept. of Cytomorphology, Univ. Cagliari 

1999 - 2002 Research contract from Ministry of University and Research, Dept. Cytomorphology, 

Univ. Cagliari  

2002 - present Assistant Professor of Histology and Embryology 

 

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

1999 - 2001 Assistant Professor in "Methodology in Neuroanatomy", School of Neurology, Faculty 

of Medicine, Univ. Insubria, Varese 

2000 - 2003 Lecturer of Cytology, Histology and Embryology, Faculty of Medicine, Univ. Cagliari 

2004 - 2016 Assistant Professor, Courses of Histology and Embriology, Fac. Medicine, School of 

Dentistry, and School for Laboratory Technicians, Univ. Cagliari 

2016 - 2021 Assistant Professor, Courses of Histology and Embryology, Fac. Medicine, School of 

Obstetrics, Univ. Cagliari 



2020 - 2021 Assistant Professor, Courses of Histology and Embryology, Faculty of Medicine, School 

of Nursing, Univ. Cagliari 

2020 - present Assistant Professor, Courses of Histology and Embryology, Faculty of Medicine, 

School of Medicine and Dentistry, Univ. Cagliari 

2024 – 2025 Assistant Professor, Course of Histology and Embryology, Faculty of Medicine, School 

of Medicine and Surgery (English module)  

 

PRACTICAL AND THEORETICAL COURSES 

1. 1st Course of Morphometry applied to Biological Structures, Messina, Italy, 1990 

2. School of Electron Microscopy applied to Biology and Medicine, Bologna, Italy, 1991 

3. Confocal Laser Scanning Microscopy, Assisi, Italy, 1992 

4. Practical Course: “Cell cycle and apoptosis: techniques of cytometry and molecular biology” 

International School of Oncology and Experimental Medicine, Rome, Italy, 1994 

5. Immunological methods for biologists and biochemists. Dept. of Immunology, Stockholm 

University, Sweden, 1995 

6. EMBO Practical Course: Basic Methods in Molecular Neuroanatomy, Depatement de 

Neurobiologie de Signaux Intercellulaires, Paris, France, 1995 

7. EMBO Practical Course: Tissue in situ hybridization in animal developmental biology, The Medical 

School, University of Newcastle, Newcastle, England, 1995 

8. Functions of the Cerebral Cortex, Karolinska Institute, Dept. of Neuroscience, Stockholm, Sweden, 

1996 

9. Practical Introduction to Genetic Engineering, University College London, Dept. Biochemistry and 

Molecular Biology, London, UK, 1997 

10. EMBO Practical Course: GFP and Advanced Microscopy in Cell Biology, Max Planck Institute for 

Biophysical Chemistry, Göttingen, Germany, 2000 

11. FENS Winter School: “Neural stem cells: from specification and nervous system patterning to 

therapies for neurodegenerative diseases”, Kitzbuhel, Austria, 2003 

12. Derivation and Culture of Human Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (hiPSCs), Current theory and 

best practices for working with human induced pluripotent stem cells (hiPSCs), December 2019 

Wellcome Genome Campus, Hinxton, UK 

 

MAJOR COLLABORATIONS 

1999-2002 Prof. Giorgio Bono, MD, Neurologist, Dept. Biotechnologies and Life Sciences, Univ. 

Insubria, Varese, Italy, (Progetto MINSAN/RC 1999- IRCCS Neurologico C. Mondino, Pavia) 



2002-2013 Prof. Goran Simic, Dept. of Neuroscience and Dept. of Anatomy and Clinical Anatomy, 

Croatian Institute for Brain Research, University Medical School, Zagreb, Croazia (Progetto PVS 

2001, L.R. 26/96) 

Co-supervisor for the Ph.D. students in Neuroscience Mihovil Mladinov (November 2007-January 

2008/May-June 2009), Mirjana Babic (February-May 2013) 

2008-2020 Prof. Zaal Kokaia, Professor and Director of Lund Stem Cell Center, Faculty of Medicine, 

Lund University, Lund, Sweden. Within this collaboration, the student Manuela Monni has been 

selected as PhD student for the Ph.D. School in Biology and Cellular Therapy (Master and Back 

program financed by the Sardinia region) 

2008-2015 Dr. Frank Sieg, PhD, former Head of the Dept. of Neuroscience, Liggins Institute, 

University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand, and from 2009 Director of CuroNZ (Auckland, New 

Zealand), a small biotechnology start-up company, with a drug patent portfolio covering the peptide 

family, Neural Regeneration Peptide (NRPs) 

2015-2020 Prof. Miguel Aguilar-Santelises, Department of Microbiology, National School of 

Biological Sciences, IPN, Mexico City, Mexico 

 

GRANTS 

1997-1998 Swedish Foundation “Gamla tjanarinnor” Project: “Cytokine involvement in the 

pathogenesis and progression of Alzheimer's disease: different strategies in cell lines and human 

material” 

2001 Sardinia Region Research Programme in favour of Developing Countries (Croatia)(PVS)–L.R. 

26/96 

2002/2003, 2004, 2006, 2007- present former 60% - CAR - PRID – FIR Univ. Cagliari 

2005 Start-up for Young researchers - University of Cagliari 

2010 Sardinia Region L.R.7/2007 (Principal scientific investigator) 

2014 Fondazione Banco di Sardegna (Principal scientific investigator) 
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