CURRICULUM VITAE ET STUDIORUM
Maria Pina Serra                          

Position: Associate Professor SSD BIO/16, Human Anatomy 

Affiliation: Department of Biomedical Science, University of Cagliari, Cittadella Universitaria, 09042 Monserrato (CA).  Tel: 0706754085, E-mail: mpserra@unica.it
Education and academic positions:
- Dec 2020, National Scientific Qualification for Full Professor in the Competitive Sector 05/H1 (SSD BIO/16 - Human Anatomy) (Call 2018, DD 2175/2018).
-2019-to present, Associate Professor of Human Anatomy (SSD BIO/16), Department of Biomedical Sciences, University of Cagliari 

-2005-19, Assistant Professor of Human Anatomy (SSD BIO/16), University of Cagliari.

-2003-2004, Council National Research (CNR) postgraduate fellow, University of Cagliari.

-1999-2003, PhD in Morphological Sciences, University of Cagliari.

-1997-1999, Postgraduate Research Contract (ex art. 37 L.R. 2/94). Project holder for a research project entitled "Immunohistochemical localization of neurotrophins receptors in human neuronal populations characterized by means of morphometry and neurochemistry". University of Cagliari.

-1996 Degree in Biological Sciences at the University of Cagliari (Italy) (5 years)

Institutional roles at the University of Cagliari: 
Lecturer of Human Anatomy, master’s degrees in Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Technologies. 
Lecturer of Anatomy at the Neurology School, Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, University of Cagliari.

Lecturer of ‘Human Anatomy’ at the Pediatric Dentistry School, Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, University of Cagliari.
Lecturer of Neuroanatomy, master’s degree in Medicine and Surgery (Italian). 
Member of the Autoevaluation Committee for the LM-13 master’s degrees and for the Department of Biomedical Sciences. 
Member of the Orientation Commission of the Faculty of Biology and Pharmacy. 
Member of the Teaching Staff of the PhD course in Molecular and Translational Medicine.
Research Activity: 
Chemical neuroanatomy concerning neuropeptides, markers of neuroplasticity, neurotrophic factors and their receptors in central and peripheral neuronal systems and ontogenetic variations in human and laboratory animals. Neurochemical and morphometric characterization of neuronal systems. In collaboration with other research groups, study of molecules involved in neuroprotection and repair in models of mood disorders, cerebral ischemia, substances of abuse, and peripheral neuropathies. 
Collaborations:
J. Ekström, University of Gothenburg, Sweden [morphology and neurochemistry of salivary glands]; A. Fernandez Teruel, Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona, ​​Spain [influence of social interaction on neurobiological mechanisms of stress-induced depression]. G. Cavaletti, Department of Surgery and Translational Medicine, University of Milano-Bicocca [neurotoxicity and neuronal alterations in chemotherapy-induced peripheral sensory neuropathy]; A. Cacciola, Department of Biomedical Sciences, University of Messina [characterization of the topographic organization and structural connectivity in the human nervous system]. F. Sanna, UniCa [neural plasticity induced by sexual experience]; S. Banni, UniCa [early biochemical alterations of endocannabinoids and lipid profiles in in vivo models of cerebral hypoperfusion]; E. Acquas, UniCa [characterization of the behavioral and functional consequences of AMED (Alcohol Mixed Energy Drink) binge drinking during adolescence]; M.A. De Luca, UniCa [toxicity of body systems after treatment with synthetic cannabinoids]; R. Demontis, Forensic Medicine, UniCa [chemical neuroanatomy of the human nervous system]; P. Fadda and M. Scherma, Section of Neuroscience and Clinical Pharmacology, Department of Biomedical Sciences, UniCa [neuromodulation of molecular systems in eating disorder pathologies]; O. Giorgi and M.G. Corda, UniCa [neurobiological mechanisms of stress-induced depression].
Awards:

- Cash award as 1th author of the poster entitled '' Cardiac injury after repeated administration of JWH-018 in rats '' (authors: Serra MP, Pintori N, Carai A, Paribello F, Demontis R, Quartu M, De Luca MA). 1st International Scientific School: Novel Psychoactive Substances: new frontiers in addiction?. Pula (CA) 10-13 October 2017.

-Prize of 10,000 euros for the positive evaluation (56/60) of the FIRB Programma "Futuro in Ricerca", 2009 (protocol RBFR10FNL5), entitled 'Multidisciplinary study of the mechanisms of sexual attraction in the female of the defoliator moth Lymantria dispar.' from the Autonomous Region of Sardinia - Awarding system for scientific research (pursuant to Art.13, co.2, L.R.7, August 2007, N.7). Annuity 2011. Role: Unit manager.

-Prize of 10,000 euros for the positive evaluation (53/60) of the PRIN 2008 project (protocol 2009M955PE) entitled 'Study of the expression of the neurotrophic factors BDNF and GDNF and of the respective receptor proteins in low avoidance Roman rats.' from the Autonomous Region of Sardinia - Awarding system for scientific research (pursuant to Art.13, co.2, L.R.7, August 2007, N.7). Annuity 2010. Role: Participant in the project.

-Cash award as young participant with oral communication ‘GDNF family neurotrophic factors and receptors in the human hippocampus’ (authors: Serra MP, Manca A, Quartu M, Del Fiacco M). 11th National Meeting of the Italian Group for the Study of Neuromorphology (GISN), Bologna, 6-7 December 2002. 

Grants:
-2024 - Proyectos de Generación de Conocimiento, within the framework of the State Program to Promote Scientific-Technical Research and its Transfer, of the State Plan for Scientific-Technical Research and Innovation 2021-2023 (BOE 30/12/2023), funded by the Agencia Estatal de Investigación, Spain; component of the research unit entitled: “Epigenomics of a translational genetic rat model of schizophrenia-linked traits: effects of enriched or impoverished early experience (epischizorat)''. Coordinator Prof. A.F. Teruel.
- 2023 - National Relevance Research Projects (PRIN), funded by MUR upon anonymous international peer reviewing (Prin 2022 PNRR Call – Sector LS7, prot.: P2022EEZ8R); component of the research unit entitled: “Protecting Autologous Free Flaps from Ischemia/Reperfusion Damage with cold storage: a randomized controlled trial (PAFFIRD) study.'' Coordinator Prof. P. Petruzzo.

-2020 - Fondazione di Sardegna (CUP F73C22001220007); component of the research Unit of the biannual project entitled: “Role of the orexin neuropeptide system in the pathophysiology of anorexia nervosa: a preclinical study in the activity-based anorexia (ABA) animal model.”, funded upon anonymous peer reviewers selected from the MUR board of experts (according to art. 7, co 1, D.L. 297/994).

-2018 - Fondazione di Sardegna (CUP F74I19000970007); component of the research Unit of the biannual project entitled: “Concomitant binge drinking of Alcoholic beverages and Energy drinks (Alcohol Mixed Energy Drinks: AMED) during adolescence: from an abnormal age-restricted behavior to a permanent behavioral impairment? A psychobehavioral, neurochemical, and functional study in rats from adolescence to adulthood.”, funded upon anonymous peer review selected from the MUR board of experts (according to art. 7, co 1, D.L. 297/994).

-2017- 'Fund for the Financing of Basic Research Activities' (FFABR), assigned by ANVUR on the basis of scientific production (law 11/12/2016 n. 232). 

-2013- Fondazione Banco di Sardegna. (Prot. U673.2013/AJ.597.MGB). PI of the project entitled "The human trigeminal sensory system: neurochemical analysis in migraine".

-2009- University of Cagliari, ‘Fondo per il sostegno della ricerca di base e per lo start-up dei giovani Ricercatori (fondo 5%) (Prot. 3871). PI of a research project entitled "Trophic molecules to support the cellular development and maintenance in man". 

-2000- University of Cagliari, ‘Young Researchers Project’ promoted by MURST (Prot. 726, 28.3.2000). PI of the research project entitled "Glial cell-line derived neurotrophic factor in the human hippocampal formation".

-1999-  Autonomous Region of Sardinia (L.R. 9.8.1950 n. 43). PI of the research project entitled "Glial cell-line derived neurotrophic factor in the human nervous system". 

Affiliation to Scientific Societies:
Italian Group for the Study of Neuromorphology (GISN)

Italian Society of Anatomy and Histology (SIAI)

Italian Society of Neuroscience (SINS)
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