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Professor	 Vally	 will	 give	 a	 lecture	 on	 the	 resonance	 of	 Gramsci's	 praxis	 for	 South	 African	
activists,	particularly	the	concepts	of	hegemony	and	ideological	consent.	Gramsci's	views	on	
the	'war	of	position',	'war	of	manuevre',	the	role	of	intellectuals	and	the	connections	between	
the	 state	 and	 civil	 society	was	 influential	 amongst	 South	African	 activists	 in	 the	80s.	 In	 the	
post-apartheid	 period,	 particularly	 after	 the	 Marikana	 massacre	 of	 mineworkers	 in	 2012,	
discussion	 around	 hegemony,	 domination/repression	 and	 ideological	 consent	 exercised	 by	
the	ruling	class	is	once	again	resurgent.	Twenty-three	years	after	the	first	democratic	election	
in	South	Africa,	 the	 talk	will	 consider	 the	 continued	 relevance	of	Gramscian	notions	 for	 the	
workers'	movement.	
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